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Mahon Assails 
Excessive Talk 
About Secrets 


Mahon said “the deteriora- 
tion of secrecy in regard to our 
intelligence-gathering tech- 
niques" began in I960 when 
IJ-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers 
was downed and captured in 
the Soviet Union. The United 
States at first denied that 
■Powers was on a military 
roeonnaisance mission, but 
later admitted it. , 

Mahon conceded that public j 
curiosity is arounsed “by the, 
aura of mystery and adven- 
ture .which surrounds the in- 


Associated Press 


Excessive talk about United 
States intelligence secrets was 
denounced in a House speech 
yesterday by a Texas Repre- 
sentative who said it is “mak- 
ing, us the laughing stock of 
the world.” 

“Officials in Moscow, Peking 
and Havana must applaud our 
stupidity in announcing pub- 
licly facts which they would 
gladly spend huge sums of 
money endeavoring to obtain,” 
said Rep. George Mahon (D- 
Tex.). 

Mahon, Chairman of the 
House Military Appropriations 
Subcommittee, said the Ken- 
nedy Administration “has mis- 
takenly allowed itself to be 
goaded into revealing informa- 
tion detrimental to our best 
interests.” ' 
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‘There is an intelligence gap 


He did not cite any specific 
instances, but said: 

“Every day some high-rank 
ing intelligence officer is quot- 
ed In the newspapers on some 
subject or another. 

“These men are men who I 
should neither be seen nor 
heard. A passion for anonym 
ity is an integral part of their , 
jobs. ,j 
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who are daily revealing the' 
secrets of the intelligence; 
operations of the United States' ' 
Government.” 

Mahon^ who has been han- 
dling defense secrets for more 
than two decades as a member 
of the Military Appropriations 
Subcommittee, demanded an 
end to the loose talk that he 
■iaid is doing “outrageous and 
intolerable” damagl to-U. S. 
intelligence efforts. 

lie said President Kennedy, 
Vice President Johnson, and 
House Speaker John W. - Mc- 
Cormack (D-Mass.) should get 
together and halt what he 
termed “the rapid erosion of 
our national intelligence ef-.j 
fort.” 

Tie said the executive 
branch, the legislative branch, 

■ and Republicans and Demo- 
crats alike “must share the 
hlanic” for the present situq-i 
;tion. 

Declaring there has been “a;i 
great excess of talk” in rccentlj 
weeks, Mahon told the House:] 

“Members of both the legis-j 
ilalive and executive branches j 
have publicly discussed mat- 1 
tors which should only be dis- 
cussed behind “'closed doors. , 
Headlines are not so precious! 
as to warrant jeopardizing’ 
our national security.” 

“Along with many other 
Americans, I am tired of these 
demonstrations of bad judg- 
ment.” 


teiligcnce business.’ , 

4 “ But vve arc not playingy. 
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REP. GEORGE MAHON 

. . . “too much talk” 


games,” he said. “Our national 
survival to a great extent de- 
pends on our knowledge of 
our enemies’ activities. . . . 

“It is difficult enough to ob- 
tain information from closed 
Communist societies. The 
American people, the press, 
and the officials of the execu- 
tive 'and legislative branches 
of the Government must stop 
making a most difficult task 
more difficult.” 

After Mahon 'spoke, Rep. 
Paul Rogers (D-Fla.) called for. 
adoption of ’his resolution to 1 
establish a joint congressional 
committee to coordinate the 
activities of the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency and other sim- 
ilar groups. 


2 


Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R0005001 20034-0 


